





quietly, “Conner told everyone you copied your report from the internet.” “But, that's a
lie!” Sam said. “| never cheat, and everyone knows it.” He was hurt and angry. He
couldn’t focus the rest of the morning in class.

At recess he went up to Conner and asked him if he had really told everyone he had
cheated. “It's no big deal,” Conner scoffed. “| only told a few people. Lighten up. It was
just a joke.” Sam turned and walked away. He wanted to yell at Conner, or hit him, or
something. He just wanted to make Conner feel as bad as Conner had made him feel.

For the next two days, Sam avoided Conner, but Sam and Dylan made up as many lies
as they could think of about Conner to get back at him. They told kids that he was
jealous of anyone who did well in school because he almost failed fourth grade last
year. They told the girl Conner liked that he still wet his bed sometimes. But it wasn't
helping. Sam was still just as mad at Conner. In fact, all he thought about now was
Conner and what he had done.

On Friday, Mr. Crosby had all three boys stay to talk with him during recess. He told
them they had until the end of recess to work out whatever it was that was going on
between them. If they had not all forgiven each other by the end of recess, they had to
go to the principal’s office. Then Mr. Crosby left the classroom.

The three boys stared angrily at each other waiting for someone to say something.
Sam didn’t know what to say. All he knew was that he was tired of being mad and hurt.
What could he do to make it stop? And what did Mr. Crosby mean by all forgive each
other?

What would you do in this situation?

Would you forgive? Would you let go? Would you not forgive? WHY?

Scenario 2 all answers must be half page answers

Jeff and his best friend, Steven go to different high schools. They've been friends since
third grade, but since Jeff transferred to another school for 10th grade, they've started
to grow apart.

One Saturday, Steven asked Jeff if he would drive him into the nearest city. He didn’t
have his license yet and said he thought it would be fun for them to hang out. Jeff felt



uncomfortable saying yes because he’d only had his license for six months and his
parents told him he wasn'’t allowed to drive into the city yet. But Steven said that he
wouldn’t be able to go without Jeff’s help and they never got to see each other anymore.
Jeff agreed and they left that afternoon after telling Jeff's parents they were driving to
another friend’s house.

When they got to the city, Steven asked Jeff to drive across town to a particular address.
When they arrived, Steven asked Jeff to wait in the car while he ran inside for a few
minutes. After Steven returned to the car Jeff asked what was going on and Steven
pulled out a bag of white powder. He admitted it was his drug connection and that the
powder was crystal meth. When Jeff asked him why he didn't tell him that was why they
came to the city. Steven said he didn'’t tell him because he figured Jeff wouldn't go.

That night Jeff couldn’t sleep because he felt overwhelmed by what he had found out.
He knew meth was no good and that Steven would continue using it with or without his
help. He was angry that Steven had put him in the position of driving with an illegal
substance, but even more importantly, he was worried about his friend.

Jeff had promised Steven he wouldn’t tell anyone about all this, but it was driving him
crazy. He had a teacher at school he really liked and trusted. He wanted to go to him
and ask his advice. But what if the teacher decided to turn in his best friend? Jeff was
torn about how best to protect Steven.

What would you do in this scenario? Would you remain quite to remain loyal to
your friend? Would you tell someone you trust (family, friend)? Would you seek
help?

Scenario 3 all answers must be half page answers

Brendan was in 6™ grade when he was caught cheating on his math quiz. He had
been doing poorly in math and his parents had threatened that if he didn’t raise his
grades, they wouldn’t let him play on the baseball team. So, he cheated. When the
teacher asked him about it, he denied it at first, but finally admitted to writing down the
answers ahead of time.

A parent conference was called, and Brendan had to sit with his parents, the teacher,
and the principal to discuss the school policy on cheating and lying. On the way home,
his father told Brendan he was deeply disappointed in him and expected more from



him in the future. That night, Brendan felt like the whole world was against him, but he
also felt guilty for letting his parents down.

That weekend, Brendan and his family went to a movie. When they got to the ticket
window Brendan’s dad asked for children’s tickets for both Brendan and his 16-year-
old brother. Brendan looked over at his brother, who stared down at the sidewalk and
hunched his shoulders hoping the ticket seller wouldn’t notice that he was well above
the age for a child’s ticket. The ticket seller glanced suspiciously back and forth
between the father and the brother, and then, with a doubtful look on her face, she
handed them the two child’s tickets. This happened every time they went to the
movies, and it always made Brendan feel weird.

On the way home from the movie, Brendan asked his father why it was okay to lie and
cheat the theater out of money but not to cheat on his math quiz. His dad responded
that sometimes it’'s okay to lie as long as nobody gets hurt.

The rest of the way home Brendan just got more and more confused. Cheating on his
test hurt nobody. He didn’t steal the answers from any of the other students. If he
hadn’t gotten caught, he would have been praised. How was what he did different from
what his dad did over and over again? And should he continue to stay silent the next
time his dad lied?

What would you do in this situation? Do you think it was ethical what his father
did? Did it feel hypocritical what the father did as an adult? Do you think what
Brendan did was ethical? Explain.



